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Although hasidic Jews are today associated with mainstream Orthodoxy, Hasidism, during the year of its
genesis, was bitterly opposed and indicted with bans of excommunication by the Jewish establishment. In
The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna, Elijah Judah Schochet analyzes the conflict centering on the
hasidic movement in the eighteenth century and the role played by the leader of the opposition, Rabbi Elijah,
the Gaon of Vilna. The reasons Hasidism was challenged are of value not only vis-a-vis historical curiosity
but in terms of the nature of traditional Judaism, its religious priorities, and the perceived dangers inherent in
the hasidic style of rabbinic leadership. Tzaddikim were singularly authorized to descend into sin's domain to
emancipate the sinner in cases of vice and iniquity, and these actions were viewed by the mitnagdim, or
opponents, as "a dangerous flirtation with the notion of 'sin.'" Schochet embarks on a fascinating foray into
the misconceptions held by the opponents of the hasidim that fueled the tension between the two. Rabbi
Elijah, known as the Gaon of Vilna, who was the outstanding rabbinic scholar of his time, emerged from his
cloistered existence to confront and battle these seemingly ostensible threats from within the hasidic
movement. However, there is no record of his having personally encountered hasidic Jews. Why, then, was
he so disturbed by Hasidism? What threats did he perceive the movement posed? Did the excommunication
of the hasidim by the Gaon of Vilna really occur? In The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna,
Schochet attempts to unravel the mystery underlying Rabbi Elijah and his campaign against the hasidic
movement. Some aspects ofthe controversy between Hasidism and the mitnagdim still linger today, and
Rabbi Schochet's effort to explicate the eighteenth-century dilemma and its contenders allows the reader a
more privileged glance at past tensions as well as an understanding of the players in today's drama
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From reader reviews:

Sarita Springer:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Hasidic Movement and the
Gaon of Vilna reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism The Hasidic
Movement and the Gaon of Vilna as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is
one e-book that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense
to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening
to an additional sixth sense.

Ryan Wysocki:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna was bright
colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of
Vilna has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try
to like reading this.

Kim McLoughlin:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna can make you experience
more interested to read.

Julia Sullivan:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. From
the book The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna we can take more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book The Hasidic Movement and the
Gaon of Vilna. You can more inviting than now.
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