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In The Labor of Job, the renowned Marxist political philosopher Antonio Negri develops an unorthodox
interpretation of the Old Testament book of Job, a canonical text of Judeo-Christian thought. In the biblical
narrative, the pious Job is made to suffer for no apparent reason. The story revolves around his quest to
understand why he must bear, and why God would allow, such misery. Conventional readings explain the
tale as an affirmation of divine transcendence. When God finally speaks to Job, it is to assert his sovereignty
and establish that it is not Job’s place to question what God allows. In Negri’s materialist reading, Job does
not recognize God’s transcendence. He denies it, and in so doing becomes a co-creator of himself and the
world.

The Labor of Job was first published in Italy in 1990. Negri began writing it in the early 1980s, while he was
a political prisoner in Italy, and it was the first book he completed during his exile in France (1983–97). As
he writes in the preface, understanding suffering was for him in the early 1980s “an essential element of
resistance. . . . It was the problem of liberation, in prison and in exile, from within the absoluteness of
Power.” Negri presents a Marxist interpretation of Job’s story. He describes it as a parable of human labor,
one that illustrates the impossibility of systems of measure, whether of divine justice (in Job’s case) or the
value of labor (in the case of late-twentieth-century Marxism). In the foreword, Michael Hardt elaborates on
this interpretation. In his commentary, Roland Boer considers Negri’s reading of the book of Job in relation
to the Bible and biblical exegesis. The Labor of Job provides an intriguing and accessible entry into the
thought of one of today’s most important political philosophers.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Bedwell:

This The Labor of Job: The Biblical Text as a Parable of Human Labor (New Slant: Religion, Politics,
Ontology) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have
by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting
deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Labor of Job: The Biblical Text
as a Parable of Human Labor (New Slant: Religion, Politics, Ontology) without we realize teach the one who
studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Labor of Job: The
Biblical Text as a Parable of Human Labor (New Slant: Religion, Politics, Ontology) can bring when you are
and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
telephone. This The Labor of Job: The Biblical Text as a Parable of Human Labor (New Slant: Religion,
Politics, Ontology) having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Bruce Mull:

The event that you get from The Labor of Job: The Biblical Text as a Parable of Human Labor (New Slant:
Religion, Politics, Ontology) could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Labor
of Job: The Biblical Text as a Parable of Human Labor (New Slant: Religion, Politics, Ontology) giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that The Labor of Job: The Biblical Text as a
Parable of Human Labor (New Slant: Religion, Politics, Ontology) instantly.

Martin Norwood:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a reserve. The book The Labor of Job: The Biblical Text as a Parable of Human Labor (New
Slant: Religion, Politics, Ontology) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this
book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone.
The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.



David Reed:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Labor of Job: The
Biblical Text as a Parable of Human Labor (New Slant: Religion, Politics, Ontology) that give your fun
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick The Labor of
Job: The Biblical Text as a Parable of Human Labor (New Slant: Religion, Politics, Ontology) become your
own personal starter.
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