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Viewed from afar, North Korea may appear bizarre, or positively irrational. But as Nicholas Eberstadt
demonstrates in this meticulously researched volume, there is a grim coherence to North Korea's political
economy, and a ruthless logic undergirding it--one that unreservedly subordinates economic welfare to
augmentation of political power. Thus, paradoxically, even as official policies and practices consign the
DPRK economy to a perilous realm between crisis and catastrophe, the country's leadership maintains
unchallenged domestic control and has actually managed to increase its international influence.

Through painstaking collection of hard-to-uncover data and careful analysis, Eberstadt provides a
quantitative tableau of North Korea's terrible failure in its economic race against South Korea; its stubborn
adherence to policies all but guaranteed to stifle growth and undermine economic performance; and the
longstanding official effort to ignore, or mitigate, pressures for economic reform.

Eberstadt is skeptical of optimistic accounts from South Korea and elsewhere suggesting that the North
Korean leadership is interested in resolving the current nuclear impasse, and getting on with the business of
reform and development. So long as Pyongyang's rulers entertain the ambition of reunifying the Korean
peninsula on its own terms, Eberstadt argues, economic reforms worthy of the name will be subversive of
state authority--and vigilantly resisted by Pyongyang's rulers. This authoritative volume has received
widespread attention from Asian specialists, well as those concerned with nuclear proliferation and world
peace, and international relations professionals in general.
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From reader reviews:

Dominique Rigney:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you who want to start reading any book, we give you this The North Korean Economy: Between Crisis and
Catastrophe book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Patricia Little:

The feeling that you get from The North Korean Economy: Between Crisis and Catastrophe will be the more
deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to know but The North Korean Economy: Between Crisis and Catastrophe
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can
go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of The
North Korean Economy: Between Crisis and Catastrophe instantly.

Corinne Schlegel:

The book untitled The North Korean Economy: Between Crisis and Catastrophe contain a lot of information
on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all
the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author.
The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go
through.

Richard Rodriguez:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the
books in the top record in your reading list is actually The North Korean Economy: Between Crisis and
Catastrophe. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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