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The nature of leadership and the human qualities that promote or obstruct leadership have a long history in
Western thought and remain a central concern in modern societies. Crises in leadership may arise from
human failings or social complexities that defeat or reject those most qualified to lead. David Cawthon
examines classical thinkers to offer a historical and philosophical perspective on the intrinsic qualities of
leadership, and how these qualities are coded into the souls of some, but not others.

Cawthon begins by tracing the ancient roots of the inquiry into character and leadership via Plato and
Aristotle, then turns to the Christian period and the works of St. Thomas Aquinas and St. Augustine. He
discusses how the rise of secular philosophy created an opposition between individualist and collectivist
approaches to leadership: Thomas Hobbes upheld absolute monarchy; John Locke believed in consensual
social contracts; Jean-Jacques Rousseau favored “guided democracy”; Hegel emphasize duty, not
individualism; Marx believed in the proletariat which would rule through party apparatus; and Nietzsche,
rejected everything that came before in favor of the raw will to power by the superman who is clearly,
demonstrably superior.

Cawthon’s historical approach is geared toward extrapolating lessons and examples for contemporary
contexts of leadership. In each chapter he points out the cardinal qualities modern leaders should possess in
politics and in the workplace. Philosophical Foundations of Leadership will be of interest to philosophers,
management specialists, intellectual historians, and students of business and organization.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Downs:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Philosophical Foundations of Leadership, you are able to tells your family, friends and
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Gary McIntosh:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
to you personally is Philosophical Foundations of Leadership this reserve consist a lot of the information
from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
research when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Marni Johnson:

You can get this Philosophical Foundations of Leadership by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing
or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-
book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.

James Brown:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Philosophical Foundations of Leadership
to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you
just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book
and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that
the e-book Philosophical Foundations of Leadership can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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