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In ancient Athens, where freedom of speech derived from the power of male citizenship, women's voices
were seldom heard in public. Female speech was more often represented in theatrical productions through
women characters written and enacted by men. In Spoken Like a Woman, the first book-length study of
women's speech in classical drama, Laura McClure explores the discursive practices attributed to women of
fifth-century b.c. Greece and to what extent these representations reflected a larger reality. Examining
tragedies and comedies by a variety of authors, she illustrates how the dramatic poets exploited speech
conventions among both women and men to construct characters and to convey urgent social and political
issues.

From gossip to seductive persuasion, women's verbal strategies in the theater potentially subverted social and
political hierarchy, McClure argues, whether the women characters were overtly or covertly duplicitous, in
pursuit of adultery, or imitating male orators. Such characterization helped justify the regulation of women's
speech in the democratic polis. The fact that women's verbal strategies were also used to portray male
transvestites and manipulators, however, suggests that a greater threat of subversion lay among the
spectators' own ranks, among men of uncertain birth and unscrupulous intent, such as demagogues skilled in
the art of persuasion. Traditionally viewed as outsiders with ambiguous loyalties, deceitful and tireless in
their pursuit of eros, women provided the dramatic poets with a vehicle for illustrating the dangerous
consequences of political power placed in the wrong hands.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Waters:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Spoken Like a Woman: Speech and Gender in Athenian Drama.
Try to make book Spoken Like a Woman: Speech and Gender in Athenian Drama as your close friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition
to knowledge with this book.

Patricia Welling:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a publication. The book Spoken Like a Woman: Speech and Gender in Athenian Drama it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has
high quality.

Ana Vela:

Spoken Like a Woman: Speech and Gender in Athenian Drama can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Spoken Like a
Woman: Speech and Gender in Athenian Drama although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can
easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Barbra Walker:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several
books in the top list in your reading list is actually Spoken Like a Woman: Speech and Gender in Athenian
Drama. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By



looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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