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"Let a Man who has made a Drawing go on & on & he will produce a Picture or Painting, but if he chooses
to leave it before he has spoil'd it, he will do a Better Thing." Blake prized the "first lines" from his hand for
their freshness and their proximity to the source of inspiration. From the relatively few that have survived,
Sir Geoffrey Keynes has selected 92 of Blake's finest pencil drawings, composed in the first flush of
creativity.
From hasty sketches to remarkably detailed first drafts, these fine reproductions show the full range of
Blake's troubled genius. There are many of the first, vigorous and immediate drawings of Blake's
illustrations of The Book of Job, The Divine Comedy, the Miltonic epics, and of Shakespeare's plays. Blake's
humor and his gift for portraiture are exemplified in the "Visionary Heads," drawn directly, he asserted, from
visions of historical personages who came to sit in his studio (Voltaire, Friar Bacon, Bathsheba, Queen
Eleanor, etc.). From the mystic world of his own intricate mythology are figures from The Four Zoas,
Urizen, Los, the Soul Hovering over the Body, and a wealth of other drawings no less compelling for their
complex, sometimes inaccessibly personal symbolism. Although Blake scorned drawing from nature and
preferred for models the creatures of his own mind, his studies of nude figures and famous sculpture, as well
as a touching portrait of Catherine Blake, his wife, show great aptitude in accurate representation.
Of special interest are the two Laocoön studies: one, a representation of the classical sculpture Blake was
commissioned to do for an encyclopedia; the second, a depiction of Urizen and his sons, Satan and Adam,
struggling with the serpents of Good and Evil, a subtle transformation of the Greek mythology into Blake's
own. Into this extraordinary second study, Blake infused all the intensity and anguish of his own vision of
mankind. Rare landscapes, allegorical designs, anatomical studies, and Blake's famous "grotesques"
complete this collection of "first lines" from a skilled and inspired hand.
These plates are drawn from Blake's earliest surviving work to his last, and arranged, as nearly as possible, in
chronological order. Sire Geoffrey Keynes' introduction is as excellent as his selections of the drawings
themselves, lending insight into Blake's life, his temperament, and his development and achievement in the
graphic arts. Concise, sensitive commentary accompanies each individual drawing. The drawings have been
faithfully reproduced from originals in museums and private collections all over the world; wherever
possible, they have been reproduced in their actual size. No art lover or art library should be without this
handsome treasury of Blake's immensely original drawings. More than just an art book, it is an adventure in
the first fruits of an incredibly prolific, yet elusive imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Love:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Drawings of
William Blake: 92 Pencil Studies (Dover Fine Art, History of Art), it is possible to tells your family, friends
in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
guide.

Miranda Durkee:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Drawings of William Blake: 92 Pencil Studies (Dover Fine Art, History of Art) will give
you a new experience in reading a book.

Valarie Chamberlin:

This Drawings of William Blake: 92 Pencil Studies (Dover Fine Art, History of Art) is completely new way
for you who has attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading
this Drawings of William Blake: 92 Pencil Studies (Dover Fine Art, History of Art) can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that
in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Jason Rickman:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Drawings of William Blake: 92 Pencil
Studies (Dover Fine Art, History of Art) or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you



know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In different
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Drawings of William Blake: 92 Pencil Studies (Dover Fine
Art, History of Art) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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