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After negotiating with the Soviet authorities for one and a half years, Simon Vickers, together with three
others, secured permission to cross the USSR with a freedom undreamt of since before 1917. Sensing that
the current era of glasnost might be short-lived, they took advantage of the first - and possibly the last - such
opportunity to gain an insight into a world divorced from Europe for so long. They decided to make their trip
by bicycle, from Leningrad to Vladivostock. In their gruelling 12,000 kilometers journey, they crossed
Russia, Kazakhstan and Siberia, spending three months alone in Siberia where black bears roam wild. The
differences in national character of the British, French, American and Russian team members add a diverting
element to this story of their six-months journey, which took them across ten time zones, from the Baltic to
the Pacific. What makes it particularly extraordinary is the account of their daily contact with Soviet citizens,
many of whom had never met Europeans before. Frequently guests in Soviet homes, they gained a true
insight into their lives, hopes and fears. Through conversations the travellers had on these encounters, a
picture of Russia emerges which is different from both their expectations and the picture we have of it in the
West. This is an account of a country in turmoil, trying to come to terms with its history, and in many ways
remaining curiously unchanged.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Smith:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important normally. The book Between the Hammer and the Sickle ended up being making
you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The book Between the Hammer and the Sickle is not only giving you far more new
information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend
time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book Between the Hammer and the Sickle.
You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Randall Blake:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Between the Hammer and the Sickle as your daily resource information.

Dennis Simpson:

Often the book Between the Hammer and the Sickle has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author
makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this book.

David Scott:

You can get this Between the Hammer and the Sickle by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply
by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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