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The Nusayri-'Alawi faith is an excellent example of a syncretistic esoteric religion with self-conscious elite
who zealously guarded its sectarian literature. The faith fuses elements of cults and creeds of ancient pagan
religions, Persian religion, Christianity, Gnosticism, Sunni and especially Shi'i Islam, in a syncretistic system
that is clothed in heterodox Shi'i garb. This book presents a critical edition and study of Kitab al-Ma'arif
(Book of Knowledge), authored by the early 11th century sage Abu Sa'id Maymun b. Qasim al-Tabarani. Al-
Tabarani was an outstanding communal leader and theologian in the formative period of the Nusayri
religion, and became a prominent figure in the golden chain of Nusayri tradition. This seminal work is a
compendium of Nusayri theology and liturgy, forming part of al-Tabarani's larger project to systematize the
beliefs and practices of the developing religion and to consolidate its self-definition through a corpus of
religious paideia. As such, this work, together with al-Tabarani's other writings, played a crucial role in
transforming the meaning and practice of Islam by shaping the new religion's identity as the true Shi'a,
reminiscent of antinomian Pauline Christianity and its definition of verus Israel.
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From reader reviews:

John Lyons:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Kitab al-Ma'arif by Abu Sa'id Maymun b.
Qasim al-Tabarani: Critical Edition with an Introduction (Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta) will make you to
be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think
this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought
like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

William Jimenes:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just
their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Kitab al-Ma'arif by Abu Sa'id Maymun b.
Qasim al-Tabarani: Critical Edition with an Introduction (Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta) to read.

Noel Stevens:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Kitab al-Ma'arif by Abu Sa'id Maymun b. Qasim al-Tabarani: Critical Edition with
an Introduction (Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta) book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word
style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding Kitab al-Ma'arif by Abu
Sa'id Maymun b. Qasim al-Tabarani: Critical Edition with an Introduction (Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta)
content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking Kitab al-Ma'arif by Abu Sa'id
Maymun b. Qasim al-Tabarani: Critical Edition with an Introduction (Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta) is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Jose Gower:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Kitab al-Ma'arif by Abu Sa'id



Maymun b. Qasim al-Tabarani: Critical Edition with an Introduction (Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta) is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.
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