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Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the Madness of Crowds is a history of popular folly by Scottish
journalist Charles Mackay, first published in 1841. The book chronicles its subjects in three parts: "National
Delusions", "Peculiar Follies", and "Philosophical Delusions". Despite its journalistic and rather sensational
style, the book has gathered a body of academic support as a work of considerable importance in the history
of social psychology and psychopathology. The subjects of Mackay's debunking include economic bubbles,
alchemy, crusades, witch-hunts, prophecies, fortune-telling, magnetisers (influence of imagination in curing
disease), shape of hair and beard (influence of politics and religion on), murder through poisoning, haunted
houses, popular follies of great cities, popular admiration of great thieves, duels, and relics. Present day
writers on economics, such as Andrew Tobias and Michael Lewis, laud the three chapters on economic
bubbles.[1] Scientist and astronomer Carl Sagan mentioned the book in his own discussion about
pseudoscience, popular delusions, and hoaxes. In later editions Mackay added a footnote referencing the
Railway Mania of the 1840s as another "popular delusion", of importance at least comparable with the South
Sea Bubble. Odlyzko has pointed out, in a published lecture, that Mackay himself played a role in this
economic bubble, as leader writer in the Glasgow Argus; and wrote on 2 October 1845 that "There is no
reason whatever to fear a crash".
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From reader reviews:

Charlene Stidham:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading whatever they
take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you
will need this Memoirs of Extraordinary Popular Delusions: The Madness of Crowds (A History of Popular
Folly).

Kenneth Harrell:

The publication with title Memoirs of Extraordinary Popular Delusions: The Madness of Crowds (A History
of Popular Folly) posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read
this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Pablo Cowart:

Memoirs of Extraordinary Popular Delusions: The Madness of Crowds (A History of Popular Folly) can be
one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into
delight arrangement in writing Memoirs of Extraordinary Popular Delusions: The Madness of Crowds (A
History of Popular Folly) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Kirsten Ferguson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. On
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
Memoirs of Extraordinary Popular Delusions: The Madness of Crowds (A History of Popular Folly) when
you desired it?
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