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Fifth-century Athens is praised as the cradle of democracy and sometimes treated as a potential model for
modern political theory or practice. In this daring reassessment of classical Athenian democracy and its
significance for the United States today, Loren J. Samons provides ample justification for our founding
fathers' distrust of democracy, a form of government they scorned precisely because of their familiarity with
classical Athens. How Americans have come to embrace "democracy" in its modern form—and what the
positive and negative effects have been—is an important story for all contemporary citizens.

Confronting head-on many of the beliefs we hold dear but seldom question, Samons examines Athens's
history in the fifth and fourth centuries B.C. in order to test the popular idea that majority rule leads to good
government. Challenging many basic assumptions about the character and success of Athenian democracy,
What's Wrong with Democracy? offers fascinating and accessible discussions of topics including the dangers
of the popular vote, Athens's acquisitive foreign policy, the tendency of the state to overspend, the place of
religion in Athenian society, and more.

Sure to generate controversy, Samons's bold and iconoclastic book finds that democracy has begun to
function like an unacknowledged religion in our culture, immune from criticism and dissent, and he asks that
we remember the Athenian example and begin to question our uncritical worship of democratic values such
as freedom, choice, and diversity.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Saunders:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important normally. The book What's Wrong with Democracy?: From Athenian Practice to
American Worship has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide What's Wrong with Democracy?: From Athenian
Practice to American Worship is not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with
the book What's Wrong with Democracy?: From Athenian Practice to American Worship. You never feel
lose out for everything when you read some books.

Sandra McNulty:

The publication untitled What's Wrong with Democracy?: From Athenian Practice to American Worship is
the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share
for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of What's Wrong with
Democracy?: From Athenian Practice to American Worship from the publisher to make you far more enjoy
free time.

Cecil Andrade:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
What's Wrong with Democracy?: From Athenian Practice to American Worship your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The What's Wrong with Democracy?: From Athenian
Practice to American Worship giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

John Martin:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book What's Wrong with Democracy?: From
Athenian Practice to American Worship to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to



like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the book What's Wrong with Democracy?: From Athenian
Practice to American Worship can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of the time.
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