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America's racial odyssey is the subject of this remarkable work of historical imagination. Matthew Frye
Jacobson argues that race resides not in nature but in the contingencies of politics and culture. In ever-
changing racial categories we glimpse the competing theories of history and collective destiny by which
power has been organized and contested in the United States. Capturing the excitement of the new field of
"whiteness studies" and linking it to traditional historical inquiry, Jacobson shows that in this nation of
immigrants "race" has been at the core of civic assimilation: ethnic minorities in becoming American were
reracialized to become Caucasian. He provides a counterhistory of how nationality groups such as the Irish
or Greeks became Americans as racial groups like Celts or Mediterraneans became Caucasian.

Jacobson tracks race as a conception and perception, emphasizing the importance of knowing not only how
we label one another but also how we see one another, and how that racialized vision has largely been
transformed in this century. The stages of racial formation--race as formed in conquest, enslavement,
imperialism, segregation, and labor migration--are all part of the complex, and now counterintuitive, history
of race. Whiteness of a Different Color traces the fluidity of racial categories from an immense body of
research in literature, popular culture, politics, society, ethnology, anthropology, cartoons, and legal history,
including sensational trials like the Leo Frank case and the Draft Riots of 1863.
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From reader reviews:

Ramon Hudson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Whiteness of a Different Color: European Immigrants and the
Alchemy of Race. Try to face the book Whiteness of a Different Color: European Immigrants and the
Alchemy of Race as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone
and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need
to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Phyllis Force:

This Whiteness of a Different Color: European Immigrants and the Alchemy of Race are generally reliable
for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Whiteness of a Different
Color: European Immigrants and the Alchemy of Race can be one of several great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that
might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere
and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Whiteness of a Different Color:
European Immigrants and the Alchemy of Race giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Robert Ross:

The book with title Whiteness of a Different Color: European Immigrants and the Alchemy of Race contains
a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

James Melendez:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long
to reading a e-book. The book Whiteness of a Different Color: European Immigrants and the Alchemy of
Race it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were



enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual
e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
possesses high quality.
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